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To commemorate the
World Kidney Day, Kauv-
ery Hospital will present
The Hindu wellness series
webinar on ‘Chronic Kid-
ney Disease: Learn, Act,
Thrive’ on March 13 at
11.30 am.

The panelists will in-
clude Dr. K Abirami, con-
sultant nephrologist &
urologist science, Kauvery
Hospital, Salem, who will
speak on chronic kidney
disease (CKD) awareness &
education. 

Dr. Prabhu Kanchi, con-
sultant nephrologist, Kauv-
ery Hospital, Chennai, will
focus on kidney tran-
splants. 

Lastly, Dr. T. Rajarajan,
interventional transplant
nephrologist, Kauvery

Hospital,
Trichy
will pro-
vide in-
sights on
‘CKD
Manage-
ment.’ 

The webinar will be
moderated by Soma Basu,
Senior Deputy Editor, The

Hindu. To register for the
webinar please visit
bit.ly/43981I9 or scan the
QR code.

Webinar on living
with chronic kidney
disease tomorrow 
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F
armers from the
northern part of
Thoothukudi dis-

trict submitted petitions to
Collector G. Lakshmipathy,
seeking compensation for
crop loss without any ceil-
ing on area of cultivation.

Led by president of Kar-
isal Bhoomi Vivasayigal
Sangam A. Vardharajan,
the farmers said compen-
sation was being given
through the Department of
Disaster Management for
the crop loss they had suf-
fered in the mid-December
downpour. However, the
Tamil Nadu government
had announced that com-
pensation for a maximum

of �ve acres alone would
be given per farmer in each
revenue village. Since the
farmers had lands in more
than one revenue village
and had cultivated crops
on more than �ve acres in

these villages, the govern-
ment should give compen-
sation for the entire loss.

A group of villagers from
Vathalakkarai and Idaichi-
yoorani in Vilathikulam ta-
luk submitted a petition

seeking relaying of the bad-
ly damaged road between
Karisalkulam and Vathalak-
karai hamlets. They said
the road, which remained
seriously damaged for the
past eight years, was caus-
ing accidents involving
bikes every day. Hence, the
Collector should instruct
the o�cials to relay the
road immediately.

Residents from a few vil-
lages under Poosanoor vil-
lage panchayat in Vilathik-
ulam taluk submitted a
complaint against private
windmill �rms indiscrimi-
nately installing electric
poles inside wild streams,
bullock cart roads, gra-
veyards, village natham
areas etc. without obtain-
ing any permission from

the local body or the reve-
nue department. Since the
illegally installed electric
poles were obstructing the
movement of bullock carts
taking agro inputs and the
harvested farm produce,
the district administration
should order the windmill
�rms to remove these elec-
tric poles, they said.

Muthuraman from Keez-
ha Kallamparai under Eral
taluk submitted a petition
against the drinking water
pipeline laid in his land
without getting his permis-
sion. “Since the drinking
water pipes laid in my land
is obstructing my develop-
ment work in the land, the
drinking water pipes
should be laid in some oth-
er place,” he said.

Farmers seek compensation without
ceiling on area of cultivation 
State govt. has announced that compensation for a maximum of �ve acres will be given per farmer in each revenue village 
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Villagers from Vathalakkarai in Vilathikulam taluk at the

Collectorate in Thoothukudi on Monday. N. RAJESH 

Members of Tamil Nadu
Primary Cooperative
Banks staged demonstra-
tion here on Monday press-
ing various demands in-
cluding new pay scale.

The protestors said the
government was not keen
on resolving the problems
of 30,000-odd workers af-
�liated to 4,500 Tamil Na-
du Primary Cooperative
Bank branches. It should
announce “acceptable pay
scale” for the workers of ci-
ty and primary coopera-
tive thrift societies. Since
the newly appointed work-
ers were serving for the
measly monthly salary of
₹6,250, they should be
placed either in their na-
tive place or in a branch
closer to their native place.

Agitations were organ-
ised in Thoothukudi, Ten-
kasi and Kanniyakumari.

Cooperative
banks sta�
stage demo 
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Science expo held
A science expo and quiz
competition were
conducted for middle
school students on the
occasion of National
Science Day at St. Mary’s
College, Thoothukudi
recently. Principal Sr.
Jessie Fernando
inaugurated the exhibition
in the presence of
secretary Sr. C. Shibana
and Director of
Self-supporting Courses Sr.
Josephine Jeyarani. The
students belonging to all
the science departments
of the college exhibited
models and explained the
scienti�c principles to the
children in order to
stimulate an interest in the
�eld of science. Around
1,415 students from 11
schools participated. Prize
money worth Rs 8,000
and trophies were
awarded to students who
participated in the quiz
competition. Sr. Arockia
Jenecius Alphonse,
Associate Professor of
Botany, oversaw the
arrangements.

New V-C for NICHE
Tessy Thomas, popularly
known as ‘Missile Woman
of India,’ has assumed
o�ce as Vice-Chancellor
of NICHE University at
Kumarakoil in
Kanniyakumari district.
She is renowned for her
pioneering work in
defence research and
Technology with a career
spanning decades in
India’s Defence Research
and Development
Organisation (DRDO). She
played a pivotal role in
shaping India’s missile
programme, notably
leading successful projects
such as Agni-IV and
Agni-V. Her achievements

have showered on her
numerous accolades,
including the prestigious
Padma Shri award. NICHE
University in its 25
departments o�ering 60
programmes employs 700
academicians. It o�ers
job-oriented programmes
such as iOS developer,
AWS Academy, Defence
Academy, Civil Service
Academy, and Steve Jobs
Scholarships, etc.
Chancellor A.P. Majeed
Khana and Pro Chancellor
Faizal Khan were present
at the function.

Advice to students
Kamaraj Women’s College,
Thoothukudi, celebrated
International Women’s
Day on March 8. R.
Prabhavathy, former HoD
of Economics, the special
guest, spoke on how
women can excel in every
�eld. Earlier, Principal
M.Vanmathi o�ered
felicitations. The event
also featured various
competitions such as
mehndi, nail painting,
poster making, solo
dance, and group dance,
with prizes awarded to
winning students. 

NEC gets award
StartupTN organized the
second edition of the
Tamil Nadu Startup
Incubators Summit on

February 29 in Chennai.
The primary objective of
the summit was to
highlight and celebrate the
incubation ecosystem in
the State. National
Engineering College
K.R.Innovation Center
emerged as a standout,
earning the title of the best
startup incubator in the
State. The award was
presented by Minister T.M.
Anbarasan to Innovation
and Entrepreneurship
Centre Dean K.Manisekar,
CEO G.Vinoth and
NewGEN IEDC
Coordinator I.Shankar.

Idea hackathon
The Ministry of Micro
Small and Medium
Enterprises organized Idea
Hackathon for women.
Three versions of contests
were conducted. The
results were announced
last week. PSN College of
Engineering and
Technology, Tirunelveli, is
one of the approved
Business Incubators of
MSME and the host
institute for organising the
idea hackathons. From
PSNCET’s Business
Incubator, 234 ideas were
submitted and four were
selected by MSME, after
three rounds of scrutiny
and evaluation. The total
grants for the four
innovation concepts are
Rs.40.5 lakh which is to be
utilised to convert ideas
into prototypes. After
developing a successful
prototype, it can be
converted into a startup
company. In addition to
the grant sanctioned to the
innovators, PSNCET
Business Incubator will get
grant upto 1 Crore to set
up basic infrastructure
and facilities for the
innovators. 
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Tessy Thomas takes charge as

Vice-Chancellor of NICHE

University at Kumarakoil in

Kanniyakumari district 

Collector K.P. Karthikeyan
participated in the voter
awareness event held at
Rani Anna Government
College for Women at Pet-
tai on the city outskirts on
Monday.

The event, christened
‘My vote my right’, was
held in the college to en-
courage the electorate, es-
pecially the �rst-time vo-
ters to cast their franchise
without fail in the upcom-
ing Parliamentary elec-
tions. Over 1,500 students
of the college participated
in the event to form Elec-
tion Commission’s ‘Voting
Finger logo’.

Dr. Karthikeyan said the
voter awareness events
were being organized in ev-
ery part of the district to
encourage every eligible
youth to enroll his or her
name in the electoral roll
and cast the vote on the
day of polling without fail.
Since the democracy of the
nation would get streng-

thened only when cent per
cent polling was ensured,
all voters should actively
participate in the ‘demo-
cratic festival’ by casting
their votes as per con-
science and without get-
ting enticed by cash or gift.

“To highlight these ob-
jectives, we’re organizing
marathons, competitions,
rallies, skits, street plays
etc. The people should
cooperate with the district
administration in streng-
thening democracy by
casting their votes while
ensuring peace and har-
mony during the run up
for the election,” Dr. Kar-
thikeyan appealed.

He also appealed to the
students to alert the o�-
cials and �ying squads to
be deployed shortly whe-
never they come across
any poll code violations
like bribing of voters.

Tirunelveli Corporation
Commissioner Thakare
Shubham Dyandeorao, As-
sistant Collector (Training)
Kishan Kumar and others
participated in the event.

1,500 students form
‘voting �nger’ logo 
at awareness event 

Students of Rani Anna Government College for Women at Pettai in

Tirunelveli participate in a voter awareness event on Monday. 
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With a view to commemo-
rating International Wo-
men’s Day, Chinmaya Mis-
sion organised a one-day
value camp for women on
Monday.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Swami Sivayoganan-
da explained the nuances
and divine aspects of Shak-
thi. 

He spoke on methods to
purify oneself, which
would pave way to realise
the supreme. 

Chinmaya Mission conducts
value camp for women
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